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This youth worker knows exactly what it
takes to hug a hoodie. He’s been doing it for
years. (Memo to David Cameron: It’s slow.
It's intense. And it’s very expensive)

~ MARTIN GILBERT ON AN ENCOUNTER WITH TOLKIEN
NIGEL ANDREWS ON CINEMATIC SILENCES
SIMON BLACKBURN ON TRUTH




You've got

a friend

This is Matt Calvert. He is a London youth worker
and the living embodiment of David Cameron’s dream
of taking a compassionate approach to youth crime.
Sarah Duguid sees the results on a tough Islington estate

his summer’s panic about
teenagers with knives, after a
series of brutal attacks across
Britain, had barely subsided when
David Cameron gave a speech to the Centre
for Social Justice saying “hoodies” needed
more love, not punishment. If it was a strik-
ing echo of Tony Blair’'s 1997 soundbite,
“tough on crime, tough on the causes of
crime”, the Conservative leader’s appeal
was also a striking departure from conven-
tional Tory thinking on law and order.

Cameron’s raid on New Labour territory
followed a paper published by another
think-tank, the Crime and Society
Foundation, which argued that repeated
crackdowns don’t reduce crime because so
few offenders ever get caught. It concluded
that looking at the underlying causes would
be more far more effective.

The findings were echoed in research on
knife-crime policy carried out by Chris
Eades of the Centre for Crime and Justice
Studies at King’s College, London. “Knife
amnesties, increased sentences and stop-
and-search will never stop knife crime,”
says Eades. “To focus on the knife is really
looking at the problem backwards. The

government has become obsessed with the
perpetrators, but poverty and deprivation
are the causes of knife crime.”

Doubts about the effectiveness of anti-
social behaviour orders and prison
sentences to tackle youth crime are nothing
new, but one man who has road-tested the
emotional approach is Matt Calvert, a north
London youth worker who runs a charity
called Prospex. Calvert can vouch for the
fact that loving a hoodie is not easy and it is

Youth worker Matt Calvert can
vouch for the fact that loving
a hoodie is not easy - it takes

long, painstaking hours
to build up a relationship

a labour-intensive task. He and his three
colleagues at Prospex spend painstakingly
long hours with the youths they are trying
to “cure”; trying, in a sense, to provide
them with the parenting they didn't get as
children. All the work is based on the indi-
vidual relationships they build with the

teenagers. Calvert concentrates on those in
the 737 flats that make up the forbidding
Bemerton estate just off the Caledonian
Road in Islington. It is a run-down labyrinth
of dark corridors and smashed windows.
High-rise blocks overlook a Tarmac car
park, decorated with “Don’t Loiter” signs,
while the small playground is surrounded
by a blue metal cage. The low-rise housing
blocks appear to have no windows at all -
they look like they have borrowed from
prison architecture.

The Caledonian Road - the Cally, as locals
call it - runs north from King's Cross to
Pentonville Prison, and marks the dividing
road between grim estates on one side and
the nice part of Islington on the other. The
nice side is made up of well-maintained
Georgian townhouses inhabited, if the
stereotype is true, by left-leaning liberals
with good jobs. It was where Tony Blair used
to live before he moved to Downing Street.
But to the kids on the other side, the Cally is
everything: “Some of my mates were amazed
when they found out there's a big river
running through London,” says one
teenager who grew up on the estate. “You
would never get on the bus to go anywhere
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